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The legal scope of copyright mentions 
 
The world of intellectual property rights is full of signs, symbols or mentions which are 
generally used next to the work that can be protected. However, the legal scope of these 
indications is not always obvious for not IP friendly users. 
 
Copyright notice and the “©”symbol   
 
Copyright protection is granted by the sole fact of the creation of a work if it’s expressed in a 
particular form and original. 
 
Copyright notice such as « © NAME 1999 » is not mandatory to enjoy copyright protection. 
Such a  notice should not be considered as a guarantee of existing rights on the work. A 
copyright mention presumes that the person mentioned is the copyright owner on the work. 
 
The omission of a copyright notice will consequently not deprive the author of all legal 
protection. One should always check if a work is protected by copyright even if nothing is 
stated. 
 
However, there are some practical advantages in using a copyright notice. 
 
For example, if you want to use a work, a copyright notice may help you to find the author. 
Indeed, if a copyright notice is attached to the work, you will first contact the mentioned 
person. It will be wise to ask him to confirm that he is the true copyright owner. 
 
It can also be very useful in case of dispute since it constitutes an element partially 
establishing the creation. A copyright mention will presume that you are the copyright owner. 
The burden of proof is on the person who contests the ownership of the person mentioned by 
the copyright notice. 
 
The « copyfree » mention or « copyleft » mention 
 
More and more works are available on the web or directly for the public with mentions such 
as « copyleft » or « copyfree ». 
 
One should pay attention to these indications. If a work is original and the duration of 
protection is not expired (70 years after author’s death), this work remains under the scope of 
copyright protection.  
 
The mention “copyfree” is used by the author in order to give a free licence to the user under 
some very specific conditions. The user is authorised to use the work within the limits 
determined by the author. An author might indeed wish to exclude a commercial use of his 
work and allow it for only private and personal uses. 
 
In any case, one should check the directions for use attached to the work in order to know 
which are the uses allowed by the copyright owner.  
 
A limited legal scope  
 
The main point of copyright notices is indicating users the author’s identity (copyright 
mention) or informing users of a free licence given by the author (‘copyleft’ or ‘copyfree’ 
mentions). 
 
 
